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Re 
TRANSITION PERIOD 


The new unemployment insurance legislation 
became effective June 27, 1971. As in most cases 
when new legislation is introduced, a transition 
period cannot be avoided. 


The Transition 


June 27, 1971: Those who are on claim will conti- 
nue at the old benefit rate until their claim is ex- 
hausted or until January 1, 1972, whichever occurs 
TESe 


The old benefit rate is the June, 1968, scale p/us 
the 10 per cent supplement authorized by Parlia- 
ment on January 3, 1971, which brought the 
maximum rate for a person with a dependant to 
$58 per week. 


January 2, 1972: Those still drawing benefits 
under the old rate will automatically begin drawing 
two thirds of their average insured earnings, to a 
maximum of $70 weekly. 


After June 27, 1971 a person who applies for 
benefit must qualify under the new conditions 

and the benefit rate will be as stated on page 3. 
For those earning over $100 per week, the benefit 
rate will be slightly reduced if some of their eight 
(8) qualifying weeks occur before June 27, 1971. 
An explanation of the rate calculation will be given 
when the claim is allowed. 


A person who ceased to work before May 30 but 
does not apply until after June 27, 1971, must 
also qualify under the conditions of the old Act. 


8 Es Gi ere en 
TO QUALIFY FOR BENEFIT 


An insured week is one in which a contribution has 
been paid. Eligibility depends on the number of 
insured weeks worked within the last 52 weeks, or 
since the start of the last benefit period, whichever 
is the shorter; this time span is known as the 
“qualifying period’. 

A person who has less than eight weeks of insured 
employment cannot qualify. 


A ‘minor attachment” to the work force is defined 
as from 8 to 19 weeks of insured employment 
within the qualifying period. 


A ‘‘major attachment” to the work force is defined 
as 20 weeks or more of insured employment within 
the qualifying period. 


PE ee 
TYPES OF CLAIM 


All claimants may receive benefit if their 
interruption of earnings has been caused by short- 
age of work. 


“Major attachment” claimants may receive benefits 
during their initial benefit period if their inter- 
ruption of earnings has been caused by sickness or 
maternity. 


Only ‘major attachment’”’ claimants are eligible for 
the retirement benefit and, that is if they are aged 
65-70, are retiring permanently from the work 
force and are about to receive payments from either 
the Canada or the Quebec pension plan. ‘‘Minor 
attachment” claimants who become sick during a 
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period of unemployment may receive Initial 
Benefit while they are sick. 


This is only an outline. For more details, CONSULT 
YOUR-IGCORFICE 


ea I A 
BENEFIT RATES 


Without a Dependant: For a person without a 
dependant, the benefit rate is two thirds of average 
weekly insured earnings during the qualifying 
weeks, throughout all stages of the new plan. 


With a Dependant: Those whose earnings are $50 
per week or less are eligible at once for the 75 per- 
cent rate — 75 percent of average weekly insured 
earnings during the qualifying weeks. 


For those who earn more than $50 weekly, the rate 
is two thirds in the early stages. Starting with the 
first week of Extended Benefit, the rate rises to 75 
percent. 


There isa MINIMUM BENEFIT OF $20 AND A 
MAXIMUM BENEFIT OF $100 WEEKLY. 
Minimum and maximum rates will both be reviewed 
annually. 


aa a ae en Ss 
SEPARATION 


On separating from your employer, you must 
obtain from him an ‘‘Employee’s Contribution 
Record’. After January 2, 1972, this form will be 
replaced by a ‘’Separation Certificate’. By what- 
ever name, it is a valuable document for you since 
it helps establish your right to benefit. Be sure to 
keep all these records in a safe place, since you will 


need them when you file a claim. 3 


6 FILING A CLAIM 


Fill out the ‘“Application for Benefit’’ with great 
care, making sure that your name, full address and 
Social Insurance Number are included... and 
clearly legible (sample of form and instructions in 
Claimant Information Kit). 


7 WAITING PERIOD 


You do not receive unemployment insurance 
benefit for the first two weeks you are unemployed 
in your initial benefit period; this is your waiting 
period. 


8 YOU ARE ENTITLED TO THE DEPENDENCY 
RATE 


(a) If you are a married man and your wife is main- 
tained wholly or mainly by you, unless your wife’s 
income from any source exceeds 25 percent of 
maximum insurable earnings. 


Note: For this purpose and until further notice, 
‘“‘maximum insurable earnings’ are $150 weekly. 
(25/100 X $150= $37.50 weekly.) 


(b) If you are a married woman and your husband 
is wholly maintained by you, unless his income 
from all sources exceeds 25 percent of maximum 
insurable earnings. 


(c) If you have children under 16 years of age you 

may claim ONE of them, as a dependant, providing 
his or her income from all sources does not exceed 
25 percent of maximum insurable earnings. 
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(d) If you maintain wholly or mainly a person 
closely connected by blood relationship, marriage 
or adoption, in a house, apartment, room or other 
similar place which is also maintained by you, and 
if this person’s income from all sources does not 
exceed 25 percent of maximum insurable earnings. 


(e) In respect to a common-law wife: If the period 
of co-habitation has been three years or longer. 
ee emma ESTES as 
YOU ARE NOT ENTITLED TO THE 
DEPENDENCY RATE 


If your dependant lives outside Canada, unless that 
person is domiciled in the District of Columbia, 
or in one of the United States of America. 


Note: 


(a) You need claim only one dependant to qualify 
for the dependency rate. 


(b) You should notify the UIC office at once of 
any change in the facts previously reported by you 
regarding your dependant. 


Eee ee me Oe 
FEMALE CLAIMANTS ONLY 


(a) Marriage: If you marry while claiming benefit 
inform your UIC office immediately giving your 
married name, and any change of address. 

Sign all documents with your married name. 


(b) Pregnancy: If you are pregnant when filing a 
claim or you become pregnant after filing it: 


You must advise the UIC office immediately, giving 
the date of your expected confinement. Such 
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information will be kept strictly confidential. A 
medical certificate is required. You may be entitled 
to benefits during the period starting 9 weeks before 
and 6 weeks after your confinement, but this can 
only be determined if you provide the required 
information. You must also advise of the actual date 
on which your confinement occurs. 


YOUR CLAIM STARTS 


(a) From the Sunday of the week in which an 
interruption of your earnings occurred, /f you make 
application for benefit within one week following 
that interruption. If you do not make application 
within the two weeks, your claim will start from 
the Sunday of the week in which you make appli- 
cation for benefit, unless you request that your 
claim be dated earlier and can show good reason for 
not having applied earlier. 


(b) Generally speaking, a claim is processed within 
one week of its receipt and advance payments of 
benefit are paid in the third week if you have major 
attachment status and qualify for such benefits. 


ia ie 
ADVANCE PAYMENT 


Available only to “‘major attachment” claimants 
and under certain conditions, this payment is 

equal to three weeks’ benefit. The first half of 

this sum is mailed on receipt of the claimant's 
report, the second half not more than 10 days later. 
Some of those conditions are that you: 


(a) Have had an interruption of earnings due to 
shortage of work. 
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(b) Do not expect to return to work for your 
former employer for at least the next five weeks. 


(c) Have served your two-week waiting period in 
the period that began with — or immediately 
followed — the week in which the interruption of 
earnings occurred. 


(d) Are not in an employment that will continue 
after the waiting period. 


(e) Are capable of and available for work. 


(f) Have not been disqualified from receipt of 
benefit. 


Bas Se ee eee eS ee 
REPORTING 


(a) At the start of your claim you will receive a 
“Claimant’s Report’’. Complete the report form 
ensuring that you answer each question and that 
you give full details as required. 


(b) Completion of your ‘’Claimant’s Report’’ is 
explained in paragraphs 13 to 22 below. It is 
important that you read these instructions very 
carefully, as any misstatement or omission may 
well affect your receipt of benefit or cause delay in 
payment. If you make an error on the report, strike 
it out and enter the corrected information, placing 
your initials against the change you have made. 


(c) Enter your name and address in the space 
provided on the envelope to be used to mail your 
report form in all cases and indicate whether or not 
it is a change. 
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HOW TO COMPLETE YOUR CLAIMANT'S 
REPORT FORM (see sample of form in 
Claimant Information Kit). 


(a) The report form covers a period of either one 
or two weeks and is clearly marked ‘1°’ or “’2” to 
indicate this. The commencing date of the period is 
shown at the top of the report and is the first day 
(Sunday) of the period for which you are reporting. 


DO NOT COMPLETE YOUR REPORT FORM 
BEFORE THE LAST DAY OF THE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH YOU ARE REPORTING. 


(b) For example, if your report form shows ‘’2” 
in the top left-hand corner and the date is shown 


as 
DURING THE fweexis) is 
PENDANT LA oe Eacl 
{i ae DES sy Ic 
COMME Abe 07} ee i 


your form covers a full two-week period beginning 
Sunday, 4 July, 1971 and ending Saturday, 17 
July, 1971. YOU WOULD MAIL THIS REPORT 
FORM ON SATURDAY, 17 JULY, OR SUNDAY, 
TS JURY 31971, NOWBEEORE: 


(c) The report form should be returned promptly 
at the end of the period. Failure to do so within the 
two weeks following the period covered by the 
report might result in a reduction in the amount of 
benefit paid or in a dental of benefit. 
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iia ere en ee 
WHEN YOU FIND WORK 


If you find a job, indicate this in the space 
provided on your report form. Benefit will not be 
paid in respect of reports mailed later than the 
week after you started work. Further reports will 
not be sent to you while you are employed. If you 
again become unemployed, you should notify your 
UIC office. 


EACH TIME YOU COMPLETE YOUR 
CLAIMANT’S REPORT YOU ARE DECLARING: 


(a)(i) Whether you did any work during the period, 
or were self-employed. 
(ii) Whether you received, or will receive, any 
money for the period. 
(iii) Whether you attended a school, college, 
university or other training course during the 
period. 
(iv) Whether you were ready, able and willing to 
take suitable work, but were unable to find it on 
each and every day of the period. 
(v) Whether or not you are continuing wholly or 
mainly to support the person you previously 
named as your dependant. 
(vi) Whether you have started a full-time job. 
(vii) That you have read this booklet. 


(b) A sample of the report form you will be 
required to complete is enclosed in this Claimant 
Information Kit. Please study it carefully and be 
sure to follow the instructions. 
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(c) Please answer ‘’Yes’’ or “No” to questions 1 to 
4 and 6. Answer question 5 only if it applies to you. 
Be sure that you give full details when required. 

lf your report is incomplete, it will be returned to 
you. This will cause delay in your benefit payment. 


Es Ca eee 
WHAT YOU MUST DECLARE 


(a) Earnings: You must declare all earnings 
arising Out of previous or Cu rrent employment, 
whether you work for yourself or for any other 
person. All money must be reported in the week in 
which it was earned, whether paid to you in that 
week or not. If paid to you for all or part of a week 
in which you did not work, it must be reported 

for that week. 


Note: Benefit is not payable for any week for 
which you receive full normal wages, even if you 
were not required to do any work in that week. If 
you work a FULL WORKING WEEK at any 
employment, show this fact on your report form 
in the space provided for ‘‘Dates Worked”, for the 
week(s) concerned. 


lf you are to receive earnings later and do not know 
the exact amount, declare the amount you estimate 
to be your earnings. As soon as you know the 
actual amount, advise the UIC office either by mail, 
telephone or in person. 


(b) Wage Loss Insurance: You must declare all 
payments received under a group sickness or 
disability wage-loss plan. This includes group 
wage-loss maternity payments. 
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(c) Training Allowance: You must declare any 
training allowance that is paid to you under the 
Adult Occupational Training Act. 


(d) Other Monies: You must declare a// monies 
you have received or will receive for the period 
for which you are reporting, even if you did not 
work. This includes vacation pay, temporary 
workmen’s compensation payments, bonuses, 
gratuities, severance pay, etc. Be sure to give a 
brief explanation of the monies received in the 
space provided on your report form. 


(e) It is the TOTAL monies that must be declared, 
that is, monies BEFORE DEDUCTIONS for income 
tax, etc., are made—not the take-home pay. 


IF YOU ARE A FARMER 


EACH WEEK, you must declare 50 percent of your 
total returns from your farming transactions, 
including subsidies received, during that week. 


IF YOU ARE SELF-EMPLOYED (other than in 
farming) 

You must declare your net earnings each week, 
that is to say the total returns from your self- 
employment less expenses incurred in performing 
the work in that week. These may include items 
such as cost of materials used. Capital expenditure 
is not to be taken into account in calculating these 
expenses. 
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IF YOU ARE A FISHERMAN 


(a) Fishing on Your Own: You must declare the 
sale price of the fish (fresh or cured) SOLD 
DURING THE WEEK (whether you have been paid 
for it or not) less expenses if not more than 25 
percent of the sale price. 


(b) With a Helper: You must declare the sale price 
of the fish (fresh or cured) SOLD DURING THE 
WEEK (whether you have been paid for it or not) 
less your helper’s wages and not more than 25 
percent of the amount remaining. 


(c) Share Fisherman: You must declare the sale 
price of the catch (fresh or cured) less the boat 
share (the mortgage payment on, or rental price 
of, the boat) if any, and an amount not exceeding 
25 percent of the amount remaining as crew 
expenses. 


(d) Wages Paid: You must declare the full amount 
of your wages. 


(e) Your Wife’s Share: If your wife helped you to 
make the catch, include her share of the catch as 
your own earnings. 


(f) Your Expenses: If your expenses are higher than 
the percentage allowed, you must keep, and produce 
on request records satisfactory to the Commission 
to prove the amount of your actual operating 
expenses, or the actual operating expenses of the 
crew. 


(g) To Whom Did You Sell? YOU MUST ALWAYS 
DECLARE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE 
PERSON OR PERSONS TO WHOM YOU SOLD 
YOUR FISH. 
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(h) If You Sell Fresh Fish: You must declare your 
earnings for each week in which delivery is made, 
except when a specific trip covers more than one 
calendar week. 


In this case you must divide your earnings equally 
for each of the weeks of the trip. 


(i) If You Sell Cured Fish: ({ncluding cod oil or 


livers and any salted, pickled or smoked fish). You 
must declare your earnings in the week of the sale. 


ee 
ALLOWABLE EARNINGS 


Under the new legislation, a claimant’s earnings 
which exceed 25 percent of his gross weekly 
benefit will be deducted from his weekly payment. 


However, there are two cases where this rule does 
not apply: 

(1) when a claimant is serving his waiting period 
any earnings he may have, up to a maximum of 
his benefit rate, will be deducted from his benefits. 


(2) when a claimant is drawing benefit because of 
sickness or pregnancy, full deduction will be made 
for any earnings received. 


eae ee 
ILLNESS, INJURY OR QUARANTINE 


(a) The fact that you cannot work because of 
illness, injury or quarantine may not interfere 
with your right to benefit, however, 

(b) If you become ill, are injured or quarantined, 
be sure to show this on your report. 
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(c) If you claim benefit for a period during which 
you are — or were — sick and the duration of 

the illness is eight days or more, a medical 
certificate is required. A certificate is enclosed in 
every Claimant's Information Kit. 


If the illness continues for longer than was 
originally expected, a supplementary medical 
certificate will be required. 


(d) If you become so ill that you are unable to 
transact business, have someone inform your UIC 
office immediately. You will be allowed to name 
someone to act on your behalf until your condition 
improves. 


WITH REFERENCE TO SIGNING YOUR 
REPORT 
SIGN AND DATE THE REPORT. IF YOU 
CANNOT SIGN YOUR NAME YOU MUST MAKE 
YOUR MARK (X) AND HAVE A WITNESS 
WRITE YOUR NAME AND THE WORDS “HIS 
MARK” THUS: e.g. 
HIS 
JOHN X DOE 
MARK 


IF YOU SIGN YOUR NAME, YOU DO NOT 
NEED A WITNESS 

You must show your full mailing address on the 
report form each time you complete a report. In 
addition, you must always show your name and full 
address on the reverse of the envelope in which you 
return your report form. At the same time, indicate 
if there has been any change in name or address. 
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BE SURE TO AFFIX PROPER POSTAGE. 

THESE FORMS CANNOT BE MAILED FREE. 
NOTE: DO NOT FOLD THE REPORT FORM. 
INSERT IT IN THE PRE-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE 
PROVIDED. 


When each completed report is received by the UIC, 
a new one will be mailed to you unless you have 
found a steady job. 


ee eee ek Oe 
COURSES OF INSTRUCTION OR TRAINING 


Your attendance at a course may affect your 
entitlement to benefit. If you are undertaking or 
following a course of instruction or training, you 
must give full particulars to the UIC office. 
Usually, benefit is not paid while you are attending 
a course unless you have been directed to attend 
by the Commission. Benefit may be payable while 
you are attending a course of training and receiving 
a training allowance under the Adult Occupational 
Training Act. 


Bee ee ee eee 
LEAVING YOUR UIC DISTRICT 


(a) For a short period of time: Be sure to inform 
your UIC office before you go. This applies 
whether you are going on vacation, or leaving 
under arrangements made by your Canada 
Manpower Centre. 


(b) Change of Residence: If you are moving to 
another UIC district inform the UIC office to which 
you are now reporting before you leave. When you 
reach your new destination, contact the new office 
and ask them to have your file transferred. 
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Delay in doing this may mean delay in payment or 
even loss of benefit. 


ee 
FALSE STATEMENTS 


Remember that claimants who knowingly make 
false statements or representations in relation to 
a claim for benefit are liable to criminal prosecution. 
In addition, they are always required to repay any 
benefit wrongly received. 


SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBER 

Your Social Insurance Number is important. It is 
used to control the location of your documents. 

When filling in your application form check your 
card to make certain your number is correct. 


An incorrect number can delay your claim. 


wA 


aaa ee es EE ee 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 


“‘“Guide to the NEW Unemployment Insurance — 
Information For Employees” 

How the new legislation provides coverage for the 
unemployed. 

“A Right of Canadians” 


A history of unemployment insurance around the 
world and how the Canadian plan developed. 
A bibliography is included. 
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